FRIENDS OF WALKING PURCHASE PARK    - Spokesman John Eberhard ,
  Jan 22,2008, An outline of park user issues-to be developed simultaneously with the plan by CMX  Engineering.
Basic governmental maintenance

Law enforcement  
Respond to calls- A new policy should be instituted that all calls to the Township Police about violations to park rules will be answered. The use of 911 or 610-437-5252 (Lehigh County Dispatcher, non-emergency) would be suggested.
Adopt park landmarks -An official map of park landmarks should be adopted to facilitate reporting emergencies and violations. (see Attachment A)
Regular patrol (directed) and police sitting– An officer patrolling the park will mark a log (a public record) to insure a record of township police presence. Patrolling officers spend time sitting in areas that need attention, this park is one of those areas. The township could hire or contract a special park guard.
Patrol of ATV loading and entrance locations- A patrol of the areas that ATVs use to unload and enter the park must be established. These include Maaco Painting, Skyline Drive, Riverside Drive at the guardrail, Virginia Avenue, etc.
Cleanup

The Township must control the trash along its road. Road and parking lot cleanups (try two week intervals) should be begun.
Road repair

The road should be maintained. The pot holes filled, the surface crowned and the gutters cleaned for proper drainage. It is necessary to use the grader for a crowned surface rather than just the pay loader. 
Gates and security

Trails and unimproved roads must be closed to ATVs and four wheel drive motor traffic by locking the existing gates and blocking access points with boulders (low expense, yet effective)
Signs
Secondhand and inappropriate signs must be replaced with proper park name and rule signs.
Enhancement of park

Beneficial and Detrimental uses
Mountain bike trails benefit hikers, trail runners, dog walkers, hunters, nature observers as well as the mountain bikers. Mountain biking is a positive sport since it is environmentally low impact, no noise and fairly safe. Mountain bikers have given other park users a greater feeling of security due to their presence.
The control of deer populations by hunters with archery and firearms is beneficial and necessary. Since the discharge of firearms scares other park users, guns should be limited to only gun deer season.
Park users should not be discouraged by the sound of continual gun discharge; electronic game calls, raining of shotgun pellets, motorized vehicle drag racing on trails or roads, mud and dust thrown up by motorized vehicles.
Parking

Parking at Dodson field should be available for park users since it is convenient to Bethlehem.
A small lot should be provided both at the top of Cardinal Drive and along the western end of Constitution Drive. These and all lots should be easily viewed from the road to discourage illegal activity.
Green way tie-in 
Walking Purchase Park is like a central hub of the Lehigh River corridor, the South Bethlehem green way,  the Allentown parkway and the Jordan creek green way and the Monocacy creek green way.  Trial connections to these park areas should be developed.
Land acquisition
Land on the top of the mountain to make connecting trails between the Eastern trail loop system and the Western trail loop system should be acquired. Construction of the eastern loop trail system is well underway. The western loop trail overlooking the Allentown part of Constitution Drive will reduce dumping and lawlessness when it starts to be used by mountain bikers and other positive park patrons. 
Restoration of wetlands and damaged environmental areas

The riverside land should be restored to its former catfish pond, wetland and natural area. The former farm road areas are elevated and would provide a trail network through these natural areas.
Potential for Mountain bike weekend    

There is a potential for an annual Mountain Bike (primitive camping) Weekend on the riverside land, similar to the two Boy Scout camp outs several years ago. Since Walking Purchase Park is a hub to the other green ways this would be a spectacular Lehigh Valley  mountain bike event. It would feature the technical riding on the park trails as well as tours along the Lehigh river, Allentown Parkway, Monocacy creek and Jordan creek (all the way to the Trexler Game Preserve). This would only require a water, shower and toilet facility alongside the present pump station. 
